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Dear Big Red Band Parent: 
 
It is that time of year again when we prepare the Big Red Band for the upcoming fall season.  
With another year of parades, football Friday nights, and band festivals it’s going to another busy 
year, and band camp is one of the first steps to getting everyone working together as a team.  On 
the following pages you will find out some general information that you as a parent and the 
students should know about the 20010-2011 Band Year. In this book you will find: 
 Dates, locations, phone number and driving directions; 
 Check off list for what to bring to band camp; 
 Paperwork; 
 Snack list; 
 Packing suggestions for the students; 
 Daily schedule; 
 Daily themes; 
  In addition to the general information you will find some of the Band Policies on: 

o Attendance Guidelines 
o Cell Phone Guidelines 
o Band Camp Visitors 
o Behavior/Illegal Substances Policy 

 
Performance Location CHANGED:  Please note that due to the repairs of the 
turf at the High School, the bands performance will be at Camp Marengo at 
3:00 p.m. on Friday.  Parents will pick their students up at camp after the 
performance. 
 
DATES: July 25th through July 30th  
PLACE: Ohio Retreat Center (mail may be sent during the week! Passed out at 

 meal times) 
  P O Box 177 
  Marengo, OH 43334 
PHONE: (740) 747-2325 This line is reserved only for emergencies. 
 
REGISTRATION will take place at the campsite.  Students (and their rides) are to arrive 
between 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. with all of their camp belongings.  PLEASE do not arrive before 3:00 
p.m.  Have all luggage packed carefully and labeled with your name.  DO NOT unload any luggage 
prior to checking in.  The items you DO need to have unpacked and available for registration are 
the following: 
 



 Band Camp Fees (Paulette Ivan, our treasurer will be collecting unpaid fees and 
current band camp amounts due) 

 Any medications that you need during the week to turn into the nurse.  (Over the 
counter medication permission slips need to be turned in PRIOR to start of camp) 

 Emergency Medical Form (mandatory for band camp) 
 Consent for Administration of Over the Counter Medications Form 
 Image Consent Form 
 Designated snack item for you class.  (see snack sheet) 
 If you are leaving camp for any reason prior to Friday, July 30th please have your 

parent note with you during registration.  You will turn that note into Marissa Priest 
during registration 

 You may bring the forms that were sent out by the Band Boosters and turn them in 
as well during registration. 

 
Parents and friends are asked to depart from camp by 4:30 p.m. so that we may successfully open 
camp.  NO students will be permitted to drive their own cars to camp, so do not ask.  Parents will 
be called to pick you up if you do.  NO Exceptions will be made. 
 
 
Dear Band Student, 
 
The following is a list of essential items to get you through this week.  Our goal for the week is 
not only to learn our first half-time show and pre-game, but also to develop lasting friendships 
and camaraderie within the band members and staff.  We have no doubt that each of you will 
work hard this week.  With hard work, however; comes discipline, character, and the self-
gratification that leads to good habits way after your years in the band have been accomplished.  
This packet will provide you with the guidelines for a successful week! 
 
BAND CAMP PACKING LIST 
These items are MANDATORY for rehearsal this week: 

 Instrument and music book 
 SUMMER BAND UNIFORMS  
 Water Bottle (mandatory for field rehearsal) 
 Mechanical pencil (2) 
 Reeds/Slide Oil/cork grease, etc 
 Hat/Visor/sunglasses 

 
These items can be used as a guide for packing: 

 All luggage must be labeled with your full name 
 Pillows (this is the item that is forgotten the most) 
 Linens-for use on a twin bed or sleeping bag 



 Snacks that do not need refrigeration – for cabins 
 Sunscreen 
 Bug Spray 
 Comfortable clothes for outside-students are not permitted to wear jeans for field 

rehearsal or to wear long pants on hot humid days.  Be prepared for all types of 
weather.  (shorts, sweats/yoga pants)  

 Rain Gear 
 Toiletries (Toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, soap, shampoo, etc.) 
 Alarm Clock (preferably the battery kind, the outlets are limited in cabins) 
 Extra pair of shoes in addition to your REQUIRED Tennis shoes 
 LOTS of socks (at least two pairs for each day) 
 Swim Suit (appropriate for camp setting) 
 Small fan if desired (try to fit in suitcase) 
 Tour Band Shirt will be distributed at band camp 

Items that will not make it to camp! 
Large stereos, TVs, VCRs, and other major appliances, air conditioners, family pets 

 

Band Camp Schedule 
SUNDAY 
2:15-3:00 Staff Arrives 
3:00–4:30 Registration 
5:30 pm Dinner/meeting 
6:30 pm Field Rehearsal 
8:30 pm Evening Activity 
10:30 pm Showers 
11:15 pm In Cabins 
11:30 pm Lights Out 

 

Daily 
6:00 am Wake up 
6:30 am Wake up regimen  
7:15 am  Field Rehearsal 
8:15 am  Breakfast 
9:15 am  Field Rehearsal 
12:15 pm Lunch 
1:30 pm  Sectionals 
2:30 pm Individual Practice time 
3:00 pm Full Music Rehearsal 
4:30 pm Free Time  
6:00 pm Dinner 
7:10-Dark Field Rehearsal 
Dark  Evening Activity 
10:30 pm Showers 
11:15 pm In Cabins 
11:30 pm Lights Out 

FRIDAY SCHEDULE 
7:45 am Wake up 
8:15 am  Breakfast 
9:45 am Rehearsal 
11:30 am Lunch 
1:00 pm  Clean up campsite and cabins 
1:45 pm  Bring all belongings to Hanger 



2:00 pm Camp staff to release cabins 
3:00 pm Performance at CAMP MARENGO THIS IS A CHANGE FROM PREVIOUSLY 
4:00 pm Depart Camp have a safe trip home 
TOUR T‐SHIRTS TO BE SOLD AT CAMP BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE. 

 

Band Camp Daily Themes:  (Which class can have the most fun with this?) 
Monday  Crazy Hat Day 
Tuesday Sectional T-shirt Day  
Wednesday College Day (wear your favorite University) 
Thursday Favorite Sports Team Day 
Friday  Johnnie Pride Day 
 

 ATTENDANCE AND GRADING POLICY 
 
Attendance Guidelines 
Students are expected to attend all practices and performances for the Big Red Band.  Conflicts may 
arise and should be submitted to Mr. Carver in writing PRIOR to the event or as soon as you become 
aware of them. Reasons for any absence given AFTER the event will not be given the same 
consideration as ones with prior knowledge.  Absences that should be avoided (and can be with proper 
communication with all parties) are work schedules, doctor’s appointments, private lessons or other 
rehearsal commitments, and family vacations.  Attendance is part of the grading scale for the marching 
band season and missing practices and/or events will not be acceptable without prior knowledge of Mr. 
Carver.  Failure to follow the attendance policy may result in sitting on the sidelines for a Friday night. 

CELL PHONE POLICY 
 
Cell Phone Guidelines 
Cell phones ARE limited to down time in the cabin area.  Phones are NOT to be brought to the field, 
sectional rehearsal, full band rehearsal, other practice times, or during meals.  If you are found using a 
cell phone during the listed activities a chaperon may take your phone away from you, and you will 
have to see them after evening event to get it back. 

 Please limit phone use to necessary phone calls only. 

During the marching band season no cell phones are permitted on the field or with the student, 
phones will be left in the band room or on the buses.  If seen using a cell phone, the cell phone will 
be taken away from the student and will be given back to them when we return to the high school. 

BAND CAMP VISITORS 
 
Visitors are not permitted during camp.  If an emergency arrives, parents should contact Marissa 
Priest through the camp phone number, located in this packet.   She will get with Mr. Carver and 
the student. 



Behavior/Illegal Substances Policy: 
 
The following will occur with any use or finding of illegal substances.  Two phone calls made by Mr. 
Carver: 1) to the police and 2) to the principal informing him of the phone call to the police.  
Extreme poor judgment and/or behavior may result in dismissal from camp and removal from the 
band program.  Parents will be responsible for picking up their child at the time of the infraction. 
 

NEW Procedures for closing Band Camp 
 
DUE TO WORK ON THE TURF the Big Red Band will be performing at Camp Marengo at 
3:00 pm.  It will be the parent’s responsibility to make arrangements to pick their 
son/daughter up from camp.  We apologize for any inconvenience that this may cause but we 
just found out about this on Wednesday.  
  

Band Camp Snacks 

 
 

In order to prepare for band camp and to keep your hard working (yet hungry) bodies in top 
shape…you will be providing excellent protein snacks for everyone!  Each student is assigned to 
bring the following snacks to feed 15-20.  Try to purchase those that come wrapped individually. 
 

Freshman (last name A to L):  Slim Jims/pepperoni sticks 
 

Freshman (last name M to Z):  12 pack of pop (this is for movie night) 
 

Sophomores:  cheese (or peanut butter) and cracker packets 
 

Juniors:  Granola Bars 
 

Seniors:  Bags of chips to share for movie night 
 
Please bring the snacks with you to registration you will drop them off as you are registering for 

band camp. 



 
Dear Band Member,  
 
Hi everyone my name is Marissa Priest and I am one of the parents that help with band camp I 
will be spending the week and will be at check in.  This year has started quickly and I am so 
excited with the number of members of The Big Red Band.  I am letting you know that at band 
camp several years ago we started a tradition of a Senior Dinner.  At the Senior Dinner we 
celebrate the senior class by having everyone write letters that they read that night.  These 
letters are written by band and family members.  So we would like to encourage you as a member 
of the Big Red Band to write letters to your senior friends.  These letters can say things like 
good luck and have a great senior year or just tell them thank you for helping you with your music 
or marching drills, or for just being a friend.  Bring them with you to camp or write your letters 
during free time; you may turn them in during registration at camp or any time during the week to 
myself or Christina Gorsuch but we need to have them by Thursday of Band Camp and before 
dinner.  Please remember to put the name on the envelope or on the outside of the letter as you 
fold it.  Below is the list of Seniors of 2011.     

James Blair 

Colton Bolender 

Joe Carter 

Krystina Carter 

Katrina Cartwright 

Ashley Claytor 

Allison Colvin 

Ian Coverdale 

Amanda Cummings 

Katie Fry 

Niki Gamertsfelder  

Carlee Glassman 

Holly Gorsuch 

Cassie Grate 

Tim Hamilton 

Adam Hammond 

Heaven Henson 

Jeff Hill 

William Huber 

April Jackson 

Megan Jones 

Sean LaJeunesse  

Meghan Link 

Katelyn Mansell 

Beth Marks 

Melissa McCullough 

Casey Miller 

Chelsie Neiberline 

Justin Piper 

Jonathan "JP" Priest 

Evan Rings 

Jessica Rousseau 

Chris Russell  

Kaityln Sapp 

Sarah Scovell 

Grant Smith 

Trevon Turner 

Davonna Vargo 

Brayden Warner 

Keith Wilbur 

Taylor Williams 

  

 
 
 














